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In the year 307 Urbanus, the cruel governor of Palestine, caused him
to be apprehended, and after hearing an essay of his eloquence and erudition,
commanded him to be most inhumanly tormented. But the iron hooks
which tore the martyr's sides served only to cover the judge with confusion.
After this the saint remained almost two years in prison with several
fellow-confessors, of whom two, who were only catechumens, were at the
same time purified and crowned by the baptism of fire. Soon after the
torturing of St Pamphilus, Urbanus, the governor, was himself beheaded
by an order of the Emperor Maximinus; but was succeeded by Firmilian,
a man not less barbarous than bigoted and superstitious. After several
butcheries, he caused St Pamphilus and Valens, Deacon of the Church of
Jerusalem, a venerable old man who could repeat the whole Bible by heart,
and Paul of Jamnia, a man of extraordinary zeal and fervour, to be brought
before him: and finding them still firm in their faith, without putting
them again to the rack, passed sentence of death upon them, yet several
others suffered before them. For one, Porphyrius, a virtuous slave of
St Pamphilus, whom the saint had always treated as a son and who, out
of humility, concealed his abilities and his skill in writing, asked the
judge's leave to bury their bodies when they should have undergone
their punishment. Firmilian, more like a tiger than a man, inquired if
he was a Christian, and upon his confessing it, ordered the executioners
to torment him with their utmost strength. But though his flesh was
torn off to the very bones, and his naked bowels exposed to view and the
torments were continued a long time without intermission, he never once
opened his mouth so much as to fetch one groan. He finished his martyrdom
by a slow fire and died invoking Jesus the Son of God, Thus, though he
entered the list after the rest, he arrived first at the crown. Seleucus,
a Cappadocian, for carrying the news of the triumph of Porphyrius to
St Pamphilus and for applauding the martyr's constancy, was condemned
to be beheaded with the rest. He had formerly borne several employments
in the army and had been scourged for the faith in 298; after which time
he had lived a father and protector of the poor. Firmilian had in his family
a servant named Theodulus, whom he loved above all the rest of his
domestics for his probity and virtue; but being informed that he was a
Christian and had embraced one of the martyrs, he condemned him to
be crucified on the same day. Julian, a zealous Cappadocian catechumen,
for embracing the dead bodies of the martyrs in the evening, was burnt
at a slow fire, as Porphyrus had been. St Pamphilus, with his companions
above named, was beheaded on the i6th of February 309; the others
here mentioned all suffered on the same day. The bodies of these martyrs
were left exposed to be devoured by wild beasts; but were not touched
by them, and after four days were taken away and decently buried.
Eusebius of Csesarea, the church historian, who had been fellow-prisoner